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December 4, 2020 

 

     I hope this email finds you and your family safe and healthy. The purpose of this 

communication is to share two important items related to school district operations. The 

first item is an overview of the most recent directives received from the Pennsylvania 

Department of Health (DOH) and the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) for 

mitigating the spread of COVID-19 in our schools.  The second is an update about the 

district’s operating schedule beginning Monday, December 7, 2020. 

 

New Directives from Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education: 

 

     Effective Monday, November 30th, any school district wishing to offer in person 

learning, while the county in which the district resides is designated as substantial for 

community transmission of COVID 19, must sign an attestation ensuring it will adhere to 

Department of Health directives. It is important to note that Octorara has adhered to all 

guidance and recommendations from local and state public health authorities since the 

onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. The board of school directors and I had no 

reservations about signing an attestation and confirming the district’s intent to remain 

steadfast in its efforts to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 in our school community.  

 

More information about the attestation Octorara signed can be found here: 

Attestation Form 
 
A copy of the district’s attestation can be found here: 

OASD Attestation Ensuring Implementation of Mitigation Efforts November 30, 

2020 

 

     In addition to submitting an attestation, any school district wishing to offer in person 

instruction must now follow a 14 day rolling average metric when making decisions 

about opening or closing a school building. Applied to both students and staff, a 

particular school building’s 14-day period begins from symptom onset of the first case of 

COVID-19 identified in a school, regardless of whether that case is attributed to a 

student or a staff member.  

 

     According to PDE and DOH: “For purposes of these recommendations, a case in a 

school setting would include any confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 when the 

individual was physically present in the school setting during the infectious period, 
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including but not limited to, instruction, work, sports, or extracurricular activities.” 

You can view the charts and  thresholds for using this new metric here:  

Responding to COVID-19 Case(s) at School 

 

     Beginning Monday, November 30, 2020 K-6 began using the small school chart when 

making decisions about opening and closing schools; the Jr Sr. High School began 

using the large school chart. I am pleased to share that Octorara has zero cases among 

the employees and students who have been physically present in our buildings since 

Monday, 11/30/20 to count against our 14 day rolling average. This is a sign that our 

mitigation strategies continue to make a difference. 

 

 District Operations: Beginning Monday, December 7, 2020: 

 

     After a review of the directives from PDE and DOH, I am pleased to announce that 

the Octorara Primary Learning Center is able to reopen safely for in person learning on 

Monday, December 7, 2020.  Octorara Elementary School, Octorara Intermediate 

School, and Octorara Jr. Sr. High School will remain in remote learning until December 

14, 2020 while administration monitors the impact of the travel advisory and COVID 

related concerns in these schools. This strategy aligns with the district’s desire and 

PDE’s expectation that I differentiate for the needs of each school building while 

adhering to the mitigation procedures OASD agreed to follow in the attestation form.  

 

     As noted in previous communications, stakeholders often ask me what they can do to 

help during this challenging time.  In order for our schools to remain open, our 

community must vigilantly guard against spreading the virus: wear a mask, remain six 

feet apart, wash hands frequently, stay at home when sick, and do not hold or attend 

large gatherings or parties, especially if they don’t include these measures.  

 

     Please contact your child’s building principal should you have questions about a 

school’s instructional program. Thank you for maintaining contact with your child’s 

school nurse about COVID concerns that may be impacting your family. Even when 

students are learning remotely, it is important that our school nurses are informed about 

how the virus may be impacting your child’s health so staff can plan for continuity of 

education. 

 

     In closing, I welcome the new directives from the Department of Health and the 

Department of Education as they provide a clearer metric for safely supporting in person 

learning.  As a school leader, I am committed to using these tools to maintain continuity 

of education for Octorara in the midst of a public health crisis. I am grateful for your 

continued support, grace, and flexibility during a long period in which a great deal has 

been asked of you and your family. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of 

assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

Michele M. Orner, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx

